
Targeted Consultation 

Safeguarding the EU's Data Sovereignty 

Questionnaire Template 

Q0.1 – Are you responding on behalf of an organisation or in a personal capacity? 

☐ Organisation 

☐ Individual / personal capacity 

☐ Other 

If other, please specify: 

 

 

 

Q0.2 – Please provide the following details. 

First name and surname: 

 

 

 

Organisation name (if not applicable, please indicate): 

 

 

 

Country: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



E-mail: 

 

 

 

Q0.3 – Do you agree that we may contact you in the event of follow-up questions or if we 
want to learn more about your responses? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

 

Part 1 – General 

Q1 – What is your organisation type, primary role(s) and sector(s)?   

A. Organisation type (select all that apply) 

☐ SME (<250 employees) 

☐ Large enterprise (≥250 employees) 

☐ Association/Chamber of Commerce (please also indicate above which company sizes you 
represent) 

☐ Public authority / public sector body 

☐ Research organisation / university 

☐ non-profit / civil society 

☐ Standards / conformity assessment body 

☐ Other: 

 

 

 

 

 



B. Primary role(s) (select all that apply) 

If you represent other organisations (e.g. you are an association), please select the main role(s) 
of your member companies. 

☐ Data holder / data producer 

☐ Data user / data consumer 

☐ Cloud service provider 

☐ Data processing / analytics / AI provider 

☐ Data intermediary / data-sharing platform /data space participant 

☐ ICT and cybersecurity provider (including managed services) 

☐ Other: 

 

 

 

C.  Sector(s) 

Which sector(s) do you represent? (Please select all that apply) 

☐ Public administration 

☐ Law enforcement and public security 

☐ Justice and legal services 

☐ Healthcare and life sciences 

☐ Education, research and academia 

☐ Cultural, creative and media sectors 

☐ Information and communication technologies (ICT) 

☐ Telecommunications 

☐ Banking, insurance and financial services 

☐ Energy and utilities 



☐ Manufacturing and industrial production 

☐ Transport and mobility 

☐ Agriculture and food 

☐ Retail and consumer services 

☐ Professional and business services 

☐ Environment and climate 

☐ Defence and security 

☐ Other: 

 

 

 

Q2 – Does your organisation generate, access, process or share data outside the EU or transfer 
data across borders between third countries and the EU that is relevant to your organisation’s 
economic, research, innovation, security or public-interest activities? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

If yes, please specify:  

 

 

 

 

Part 2 – International data-related barriers or other issues 

The following questions distinguish between barriers or other issues regarding the access to or 
use of data in third countries, and barriers or other issues regarding the transfer of data between 
third countries and the EU.   

Q3 – In your sector or organisation, have you encountered barriers, restrictions, risks or other 
issues when accessing, using, sharing or transferring data within a third country? 



This may include legal, technical or organisational measures that affected your ability to access, 
use, share, transfer or retain control over data. Examples may include authorization, licensing or 
certification requirements, administrative delays, forced data transfers or access, lack of 
transparency, discriminatory treatment, contractual or administrative restrictions, informal 
expectations, legal uncertainty, data leakage to third parties, public-authority or judicial access 
risks, or unauthorised reuse. 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

☐ I don't know 

If yes: 
Please provide examples, including the third country or region concerned, and rate the practical 
impact on your organisation or sector (on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = very limited impact, and 
5 = very significant impact). 

 

 

 

Q4 – In the last three years, has your organisation been required, formally or informally, to 
provide access to non-personal data that you deem sensitive for your organisation to a public 
authority in a third country as a condition for market access, authorisation, certification, public 
procurement, security review or regulatory approval? 

☐ No 

☐ Yes, once or on isolated occasions 

☐ Yes, on multiple occasions 

☐ I don't know / no experience 

Please elaborate: 

 

 

 



Q5 – In your sector or organisation, have you encountered barriers, restrictions, risks or other 
issues as regards data transfers between a third country and the EU, including where the data 
was generated, collected or lawfully accessed outside the EU? 

Examples may include data localisation requirements, security reviews, extraterritorial 
governmental or judicial access of data stored in the EU, administrative delays, lack of 
transparency, discriminatory treatment, contractual or administrative restrictions, informal 
expectations, legal uncertainty. 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

☐ I don't know 

If yes: 
Please provide examples, including the third country or region concerned, and rate the practical 
impact on your organisation or sector (on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = very limited impact, and 
5 = very significant impact). 
 

 

 

Q6 – For the third countries that are most critical for your sector, do EU operators face less 
favourable conditions than domestic operators or operators from other third countries in 
relevant data-related markets? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

☐ I don't know 

If yes: 
Please identify the third country or region concerned, and the conditions considered less 
favourable. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Q7 – What could the European Commission do to help address the barriers or other concerns 
identified above? 

Please explain which type of actions would be most useful for your organisation or sector, and 
why. Examples could include guidance for companies on cross-border data risk assessment and 
safeguards, practical tools to support the transfer of data to the EU, sectoral exchanges on 
recurring barriers, or follow-up with third countries where systemic obstacles are identified. 
 

 

 

Q8 – Would cooperation between the EU and third countries or international organisations be 
useful for addressing international data-related challenges faced by your organisation or 
sector? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

☐ I don't know 

I. If “no” or “I don’t know”: Please explain. 

 

 

 

II. If “yes”: What measures could the EU take in such international cooperation or in what 
format should the EU advance such international cooperation to help your organisation or 
sector in the data-related issues? 

 

 

 

Q9 – To what extent should the EU consider adopting measures in response where a third 
country imposes restrictions on access to, use of, or transfer of data by EU organisations that 
are not applied to domestic organisations? 

☐ To a great extent 



☐ To some extent 

☐ To a limited extent 

☐ Not at all 

☐ I don't know 

Please elaborate: 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3 – Communication and other 

Q10 – Are existing channels sufficient for stakeholders in your sector to report or raise 
international data-related challenges with the European Commission or Member States, 
where appropriate? If not, what improvements would be useful, including as regards 
confidentiality, follow-up or sector-specific expertise? 

For this question, international data-related challenges may include barriers to accessing or 
using data in third countries, difficulties transferring data to the EU, risks linked to third-country 
access to sensitive data, or relevant data-related dependencies. 

 

 

 

Q11 – Please provide any further comments, evidence, practical examples, studies or data 
that may support your views, including on wider data-related dependencies or vulnerabilities 
in your sector or organisation. 
 
Where possible, please identify the sector, data category, economic-security relevance and third 
country or region concerned. 

 

 



Q12 – Would you like to be contacted for future consultations, workshops or other 
stakeholder engagement activities related to data policy? 
 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 


